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i. "Striving to remake its cadres and to increase its ranks, after more than
8ix years of enforced clandestine existence, the leadership of the
Rumanian Social-Democratic Party forgave and readmitied o nembership a
mumoer of former members who had bstrayed both Party diseipline and the
Party line, joining various govermments of z dictatorial or nzc-fasclish
character during the times of adversity wher the Socialisy Party had
been officially dissolved. Such grave derelictions, offsnding both
Socialist and democratic ideas, were interproted as perszonal gestures of
opportunism. With the indulgence that characterizes our traditions, we
again received in our midst thess former corrades.
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2. "This lendency developad later to have been a sarious mistake. Opportunisic
and people of no character were o create a series of internal difficul:les
to the Party, undermining coherence and vuity, Wors than that, some of
these people, eithsr seduced by CGommunist offers or giving in %o blaclk-
mail on account of their vulnerable record; becane Comuinist tools,
Succeeding in paralyzing our tacihical loves, end even Poustrating them
altogether,

3. "Realizing the lack of loyalty of the Comminist Pervy in this collaboration
in the goverment - which was soon to take the form of & veritable
persecution against us - the Party’s leadership decided that we snculd ree
tire from the govermment., The issue wag put belcre the Executive Gomalltes
by the presideat of the Paxrty, Constantin Titel Fetrescu, who asked our
mempers in the coalition governmant o resiga.  Ee was; howevar, voted
down by those comrades alvendy roferred 4o shove,

b. vIn Rumania, the Socialist movement apd the trade union movement had
followed parallel courses that almost amonnted to identity. Unlike othor
couniries, the distinction betwacn them was not evident; often the same

.men held key positions in both orgenizations. Hence the Communists firat
began exercising their tervor against the trade umion movemend, it being
their purpose at thai time to conceal thelr activities againsh our Paxiyr
which was collaborating with them in the govermment. As the result,
Socialists who were members of factory committees and refused to Join tho
Comuunist Party or who refused to obey the Communiss minority in theses
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courdttees were arrested and personally molested. Later bhe Cormunist-
dissolved the elscted plant comwitices and appointed provisional com-
missions, or else held elections under the threst of Commnist Party
shock squads, of the police, and, in some instances; of the Soviet
occupation troops. It is hardly necessary to add that such elections
as were held were not secret.

5. "On the other hand, Socialist officials and employees in public offices
were deprived of the wight to sign any papers that might have threaten ¢
Communist dominmation, Adwmindstrators of various enterorises were
arrested under all sorts of transparent pretvexts. While being held fo
investigations that never reashed any conclusicn and were constantly
delayed, these people were replaced by members of the Communist Party.

6. "The chairman of our mere powerfuvl district crganizations were likewise
arrested and often held for menths at a tire without baing brougnt
into court or indicted For zny offznse,

7. "Faced with this situation, many of our Jeaders, headed by our presiden
Titel Petrescu, dacided o fight back cpenly, beoth against the Comuuni ..
and against their tools within cup Farty. The occasion avose when ths
Coamunists offered us to put up joint iists of candidates for the fori..
coming parliamentary electicns. e rgjected this offer, following a
majority vote to this effest in the Party mwee®ing of December, 1945,

8. "The Commnist agents within our ranks, afraid of the consequences and
of the effect their failure to prevent this vobte might have upon them-
selves, proposed an amencment - which #as voted - to the effect that
this decision should be rezcnsidered on the eve of the elections For a
final resolution to be taken in accordance with any spscizl civeiasten -
that might intervene in the meantime. This resulted in the Party Cong wcss
of 10 Jarch, 1946,

9. "Prepavations for the Congress were marked by a feverish activity in bo:h
S. Those in favor of the joint electoral lizts, aided by the Com-
muaist Farty itself, resorted to avery means to influecics the delegate.;
beginning with bribery and ending with intimidation,

10, “The issues before us WwWeress

&. Participation in joint lists. This
arguments that

o

osition was wrheld with the

1) labor unity would be thereby maintained; and

2) the anti~Bourgeois froat would ke realized.

O. Tntering a separate list of candidaies. This was .
following arguments .
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L) en election on a scparate lisht wonld
of the two labor varties to appear;

2) following the wesults of
adegquate represaortation

e elections, we ecould demand a ROTE

in the coalition goveriments

3) it would mark our open disessociaticn frem the unpopular

Communist activities iz ths governmant:
&< 3

L) the Party's independence would theveby be saved.

1l. *"The Bureau of the Coagress > Which incivded members in faver of separats
lists but which later proved %o have played inmto the hands of thr Ceom.
munisis, proceeded to amul the mandates of delegates Fhought to fave:
the thesis of Tital Petrescu.
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12, "Tudor Iomescu, then Minister of Mines ard Petrolsum, read to the
Congress a lebvter that was intended to cowpromise Titol Petrescu.
This letter was later provsn to bz false., In +whis atmosphere of
tension, the Commmnists proposed that the resolutions before the Con-
gress be voted upcn by a show of hands. The separatists insisted on =
gecret vote, both to maintain the proper procedure and to prevent the
Communists from identifying their foss too easily. Apprehensicn wao
vife among the delegates. The Commnist police wes present in the
building where the meeting was being held, while Soviet tanks happene i
to be maneuvering in the nearby stisots. Finslly, in the midst of
great compotion, the Buresn of the Congress decided that voting would
be carried cul openly. Thereupon, in sign of protest, Titel Petrescr
together with most of the delszates left the hall. Those who remairy 4
voted in favor of joint lisis with the Communist Party. Among these
latter were Lotar Radaceamu, Stefan Voiltec, Tusdor Tonescu, Serten
Voinea, and Eftimie CGherman. The schism in the Party has become an
accomplished fact.

13, "On 9 May 1946, those hlid had! followad the imitiative of Titel Petresc.
met in a Congress at the Amicitia hall, wherc the Indepsndent Socis .-
Democrat Perty was formed. As for the masses, they had remained alorg-
side their true leaders throughouit. A4 detachment of troops under the
cormand of a major who was & wmilitary judge cane, on orders from Teoiiurl
Georgescu, Minister of the Interier, to arrest us while the Corgress
was in progress. Befere that, heweover, the mosien to constituieo the ne
independent Party had been voted and cerriod. We were sel fres shor Ry
therzafter;, and the Congvess was able to contiime its work elserhere,
establishing the statutes and program of the Pariyo

1, “Gur act of defiance and indspendence gained us, in spite of the Sovicy
occupation, the unaninous o 1 of Rumanian public opiniom, and
strengthened our position with the people, espzclally the workers,
But obviously, on the other hand; the fuxy of the Communists s fnd es-
pecially of our former comredes wno contimmed to collaborate with th.
was more bitter than ever. Systematic rsecuvdon bagan without delz ..
Our offices were occupied foT » OF; ‘fen this vas not feasible, g
were raquisitioned by the Ministzy of the Interior. We were rorusad
authorization to issue a newspzper. Worst of all, on demand of the
Socialists in the governwant, =21 statz and private employees 1o wer s
Socialists were requived to make writien statenents as to which fachisn
they approved. Those who declancd thewseltvss with the Independsnts vira

immediately empelled from the wrisas to which they belenged, wilch m: o

they were deprived of 211 means of Jivelihosd and lost certain benef’ i3

in respect to food rations. And thus. with ths complicity of ~ur fora2e
comrades, an ellegediy Socizlist vegime showed how 3% neant Lo espe:”
the right to work and the rizhd to hold an independent opinion.

15, "Under these conditions s e Independent Social-Democratic Perty hed to
carry on its acvivities as besh it could, countvering the persecutions of
the regime with the fighiting erperiencs gained under former rerctionsty

regimes, strong in the sympatby of the poprlary wesses, Lacking a ne s -

paper of our own, we hed to rzsost fo eirculars and mltigraphod
bulleting. Our commitices mod in secret in the homes of ouw varions
district members. Instructiovs vere delivared Ly trusted messungers.

Throughout this time, ous Perty never ceasad Iaforming the delegatio s of

the Western Jowers in the Allisd Conirol Commission, as well a3 Sociclist

wodies of the West, of the silx We were given irvespons ble
assurances from some qari the signing of the Peace Tra Ly tweald
clreumsiences, and that every:hing vouid

16, vgut we realized that so long as the Soviet Arnies of occupation rema: red
in the country no trealy on earth could change matters. Neveriheless .
acting in occordance with the assurances given to us, we went on to
prepare for the elections thot had been set for 19 Wovember 1946, o
kad been assured by the weprasentatives of the two Wesbtern All .es in ihe
Allied Comirol Commission that theze eiections would be truly e
there was some hops tha® we wonld be ailewed o exersise such -
would be ours following the resulis of these clections,
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17. "The Independent Social-Democratic Party began its electoral campaign
under the worst possible conditioms. The Qovernment persisted in its
refusel to grant us permission to bring out our own newspapar, allegiig
the paper shortage, while, at the same tize, Commnist so-called humo ous
newspapers flooded the couniry. We were unsble %o carry out any
effective propaganda, or to compete with the Comrmnists in any wey. Tre
other two opposition parties, the National Pessants and National Libe als
each had its own paper. :

1B, ™A% all courthouses, where the lists of parliamentary candidates had -
be deposited, shock squads of the Commnists were posted and forcibly
prevented entry. Whenever we rescried to violance curselves and
succeeded in posting our lists, these who proposed them wera immediat 4w
arrested in thelr homes in the middle of the night and jailed. Socia’ist
employees were dismissed. Scme of cur candidates disappeared without o
trace. OSystematically, the organs of the regirve refused to inscribe
the lists of voters and candidates 211 persons suspected of opposing i
government. lost candidates wers pursued, beaten, injured, and robbe.
Moves to prevent certain names from appsaring on voting lisis were po.'~
poned to hearings at dates subsequeni %o the elections. The offices r&
certain mayors refused to issue legal certificotes required for postiig
candidates. Agents of the goverrment were issved five to ten voting
bulletins each. Our speakers were prevented from reaching the villag:s.
None dared to put up or carry our posters for fear of bhe policz. e
were forced Yo throw them ot night into peoplets yurds, helpsd by
students and school children. Our printers weie subjected o tervor.
Independent newspapers gaw their every reference to our Pardty censore
and deleted.

19. "During this time the Socislists in the prermment carried on a furiou:
propaganda accusing us of having sold out to the bourgecise and to iz
imperialists. At their electioneering meebings, the only ones allowe:l,
they assailed us with even greater fury trhan the Comminists. &% one
such meeting held at Cravitza, the govermment delegate supervisirg th-
proceedings accused Titel Petrescu of having destroyed Sccilalist unitr
and of having betrayed the working class. Heading the Zovermmentis 1 &
wag Serban Voinea, who wes later to presice over the Congress that derided
to fuse with the Gommunist Party.

20, "On the day of the elections, our delogates were refused access o “he
polls. !uch later on that day a small mupber of ther were allcewed to
enter, but wers denied access o the ballet bores and prevented from
witnessing their count, The resulis of tre election: are puaolic knowl.adga:
they were disastrous for the governmant, in gpr.te of the incredible
efforts to thwart the ovposition. The Local eiection chalrven rosort i
to drawing up the results according to crders Tvom the districi.
authorities or as their fantasy directed. “he totels ware added up
the Wlstzy of the Intericr, where the finsl resulis were drarn up
confern with “he orders of ihe Communist read of that Yinis teye In
way we were roubed of the heavy vote cast for ws, To the satisfachi
our former comrades who wers 'in' on the goverrmental Commwanist ©

ook et M

o [
=y )

]

2l. "Jmmediately after these mock elections, the persecution againsi us in -
creased in scepe and violencz. At vhe same tire the Sceimlists in o
goverrnent bloe were offered an oppovtuniity to integrais their group Tith
the Communist Party. A congress of their faction waz called ir Octobo-
1947, to decide the issue. It wes held in Bucharest urder the presic ey
of Serban Voines, who had in the meuniime been appelinsed Minister o 3zrn.
In perfect unity, without a protest or objection, witheus any erendmeni
being proposed the fusion with the Commumist Party wes voted urs:
The grave digger of the Party, Serban Voinsa, made an impassiored clo
speeci: in praise of the shameful act just conc uded, and serenelyr —e
turned to Switzerland. Thus the Commmnist agents whe had infiltrated owe
vanks accomplished their mission,

22. "The frestment meted out fo our party pruvented us from so
abread, to contact Western circies and ey wat

23« “Hence the field was le It free for our foeu, who were whus able to mis .
represent the realities and to deceive “ho good faith of many o the 236,
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For instance; the CCMISCO gave memtership to the Socialist faction
that collaborated with the Communist-dominated goverrment, rather then
to us. Servan Voinea, the chief spokssman abroad of these pseudo-
Soclalists, had the effrontery to vell the COMISCO delegates that ths
schism of 10 March 1946 was made with the assent of Titel Pebrescu,
for the tactical reason that it would 2lluw us to fight the Communisis
both from the opposition and from within “hs government. This state-
nent was learned only in 1947, on the occosion of the visit to Pumania
of Philip lorgan, then Secretairy Genersl of thz British Labor Paviy.

2h. "The government refusing us passports, none of us was able to abttend
the COMISCO conferences. Our firsi direc’ contact with the Socialisi
jarties of the ‘est had to wait until Ion Zissu was able tc flee
from Rumania; in July 19h7. Inforration given by Zissu concerning
the situation of our Party, the manner in which the elechions had beecn
held, and the part played by certain of our former comrades encounter=d
a certain amount of skepticism. Even 2t “hat late date, the methods
used by vhe Comminist Party secmed utierly unbslievable.

25, "0n leaving Rumania Zissu had been given the wizsion to inform the
Socialist Parties abroad of whatl was happening in that countsy and w
secure the expulsion from COMISCO of thosc who had destroyed ous Ragtiy
and handed the remnants to the Commnists. The obvious consequence
would have been to accept us in their stead, an action that Zissu was
empowered o request. '

26, "Legally the situation was thorougnly clear; the governmental faction
of the Social-Democratic Party had lost i%s standing as an individua’
party. Amzlgamating with the Communiste; it had ceased to etict..

Ho other Socialist Party except the Indspendent Socialists existed i
Rumania.

27. "The COMISCO conference, held in Vienna in June 1948 decided to unseat
vhose who had abzndoned independent existunce as a party. Thus the
place of Rumania became vacant. However, the ~onference failed to ts - -
any deeision concernlng sny other Rumsnian representation.

28, "It was not long before refugee menbers of the Rumanian Indepencent
Soclal~Democratic Party were Joined im ex’la by persons belonging to the
faction that had united with the Communis’ Party. The greater numbe:
of these declared they had been mistaken ia their action and protested
their good faith., They adwitted that we had had a clearer understanding
of events. The regime in Rumania had becoms so unbearable that they nad
been obliged to flee abroad, and almost all of them expressed the wich
to join the ranks of the resistsnce movement with the Independent Social-
Democrats.

29. "But the information we recelived from home to the effect that the
government was sending abroad a rumber of agents posing as refugees
nade s cautious. The name of 2t least ons wenber of the faction thet
had joined with the Communists should be mentisned. He is Eftimic
Gherman, formerly a Depuby, and Secretary of the Mimer's Union. Ve
were unable to accept bis offer to cooperate with us withoud prior
approval from our Farty headquarters at home, for the following reascnss
a. Against the wish of the Party. Eftimie Gherman had agreed to be &

candidate for the puppst pariiament of Carolls time, on the listy
of the so-called Nationzl Renzissance Front, and had been electbetl.

b, When our —erty was split on 10 March 19LS, he remained in the govern-
mental faction with those who supported the Communists.

30, "Phe seriousness of this record must be gauged in the light of the
following:

a. The National Renaissancs Froat was the personal creation of King
Garol.

b, It was a sole anthorized party, enjoying under the existing
conditions the same position as the Nazi Party in the Third Reich
or the Communist Party in the Soviet Jnion.,

(251 -\Ev-.;‘
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¢, It instituted press censorship in the courtry.

d, It dissolved all other political parties, including the Social-
Democrats.

@. It forbade all public meetings,

fo It teok vobing rights from the Jews, introducing racial dis-
crimination,

8. Its members were reguired to wear a blue uniform, after the Fascist
model.

And as for having remained in the Communist camp after the congress of
1946, this was assuredly a most serious act, talking into considerution
the Commurdsts® occupation forces of the Sorist Tnion.

3. ®All these things notwithstanding, in ocur desire Lo upite all Rumanian
forces abroad for a joint resistance struggie, we advieed Cherman %o
write a letter to our president, etwplaining his nast actions and re-~
questing permission to join us agein. Writien toward the end of April
1948, that letter was entivsted to Zissu For forw rding. Bub it provec
impossible to forward the document, hecause we wore informed toward the
beginning of the following month that our president, Titel Petrescu,
and our politicel general secretary, Adrian Dimitrin, Fad been arvestecd
by the Communist police, and so cur plan was worthless. Tt is interesting
to note that the letter contained the following sentencess 'Had I beer
able to sece you before leaving, yonr distrue’ wonld have been clarified’
and "Please let ne know whether or not I am accented in the parety.' Io
other words, Efiimie Ghermsn admithed that our presidert distrusted hir.
and that ke was not a meober of the Independent Social-Democratic Party
in 1948, but recuestad to be admitted to nerfership at that date while
he was in Paris. In view of the impossibility of recelving a reply, the
matter remained unsolved,

52, "On 20 May 1918, Zissv was informad that Gherman had Jjoined forces with
Serban Voinea, whose vecord has been exposed abeve, and with whom he had
cooperated in the Soclalist faction that had joinmed the Gommnisis and
whose electoral campaign in the district Cavas be had supportsd. They
set: up in é:aris 2 so-called Rumanisn Soclsl-Democratic gxoup, and igsuwed
a statement and program that said in parb:

'Faithful to the traditions of Rumanian Soclalism, the
Runanian refugee Seccial~Demccrats meeting In Paris declare
that thsy rcfuse to collaborate in am: way with Humanisn
reacticnary grovups abroad whose goveriments have always
persecuted the labor movement; and who, in collatoration
with the Iren Guard, ave preparing a restoration of the
old oligarchisal and monevchical regime, basing their hope
and actions entively upon a2 var sgaine’ our country.

Steted in no uncertain ferms; thle declaration mukes the stand of Eftim’e
Gherman unequivocally clear. On ore hand, be vefused a col Leboraiiox
that, incidentally, had nsver bean propesed Go him by enyone. On the
other hend, he ceme out both against whe neoparehy and against a war of
liberation.

33. "The group described above oncs constituis
recuest its aduiseion to the GOBISOS,

. Sertan Voinea hastened to

3L, "Peward the end of 1948, ocutmaneuvered by unscrupnlous associates,
Lftimic Gherman retired from this grcup. Whersupon he set up yet anothay
group, which, o everyone'ls amszement, he hzd the effrontery to call
!The Independent SeocialeDemocratic Party.:

ner all Rumanin
. z of 1949, a
mediation commission to study the means of achieving this end. To this
conmission Gherman staeted that he possessed a letber (whizh he never
exhibltsd, however) received by him fron Rumania, avtherizing nim,
Gebrisl Badarau and Sacha Volmzn, to repressat the Independent Socials
Democratle Party sbroad. He alleged that tris letier was dated I Jar i
1Q)_
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36, “Before the mediztion comaission, we ourselves stated that we presented
ourselves to that body purely in deference to the COMISCO, but that we
had not the slightest intention of ccllaborating with = group of peopl:
who had betrayed the independence of the party by collaborating with
the Communists. As for Ghermen®s pretense to represent the Independen:
Social-Democratic Party, we stabted that we considered him to be an
imposter. Obviously enough, after 8 May 1648, vhen the president, the
political secretary general, and most of the members of the Executive
Committee had been arrested, there was no cne left inm the Barty, still
at large, who was in any way qualified to issue such delegations or
authorizaticns on behalf of the Party. As a matter of fact, after tha™
date there was no sbtatutory body left that could meet or take decisionz
freely.

31, ™e further pointed ocut that any written delegation the Cherman group
may ..ave possessed must have been issued at a time when the party leadam-
ship could still meet, and that, in any event, & delegation can very
well be terminated and the delegate deprived of its bensefits. In such
a case, the delegation would be transferred to some other members of
the party, but in no conceivable circumstance to a notorious adversary
who had never belonged to the orgenization.

38. "Cn the other hand, even lacking any decumsnts of this sort, Zissu, in
his capacity as a member of the Central Committee of the Party, as or-
ganization chairman, as one who had headed the lists in parlispentary
elections, and as one around whom stood grouped all members of the
Independent Social-Democrat Party abroad without exception (ineluding
organization chairmen, delegates to various congresses, parliiamentary
candidates and ministerial counsellors), meny of whom had spent months
in jail, was fully qualified to represent the Rumanian Independent Hocial-
Democrat Party.

39, "The mediation commission; in view of the above, decided to reject ‘fus
request of the Gherman group.

L0, "The sub-committee of the COMISCO, firmly resolved to achieve undty awcag
Rumenian Socialists abroad, nevertheless refervod all three requests
for admission, namely, those of Zissu, CGherman, and Voinea, to the
conference,

bi. “The plenary conference, mzeting in Bern in 1949, decided to admit the
Rumanian Socialists on condition %hat they unite.

42, "This point of view and ths pressures exerted by other Socialists we
counter as follows: :

&, We do indeed represont a free and independent party which, at the
proper time, through democratic and legal means, prior to its
forcible dissolution, had designated its aubhorized representative
abroad,

b, The other two zroups do not represent any existing political or-
ganization in Rumania, secing that the govermmental faction nad
i ion in joining the Communists.

dissolved itself of its owm vol

C. Even though cthers might claim to speal: on behalf of that faction,
they have no qualifications to do so.

d. It is impossible to place on an equal standing with a party or-
ganization inside Rumania insignificant groups set up abroad that
have no ties at homs,

e. Serban Voinea and Fftimie Gherman, through their actions, stand
accuxzed before our country of such grievous offenses that any
association with them must necessarily msan compromising ourselves
forever.
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f. Their collaboration with the Communists and the fusion brought
about by them while the couniry was uncer Soviet military occupation
can be considersd only as an understancing with the occupying
Power.

go Hence they bave yel to answer for vheir tresson, and we who are
abroad have no capacity either to absolve or to forgive them,
such an event resting with the pecple who are to this day sufferinz
and dying in Soviet jalls and comps as 2 result of their betrayal.

h. In any event, bsfore any appeal is made to our indilgence, we
demand that justice be done to curselves.

i. We have no inmtention of repeating the experience at home, where we
had occasion o see that these men supported. the dissolving zlemerx.
in our party, and proved themselves utterly untrestworthy, or to
receive them again in our midst.

Jo 4 mere grouping of numbers, as the COMISCO seams ta wish, does not
in any way strengthen the Soeialist movement. Cn the contrary, only
a selsction of tested elements, peopie with elear-sut views and a
firm position, can lead to a komogeneous anc, strong organization.

k. Once and for all, we are firmly resolved to enthroie morallity in
our public life. This means thet 211 whe have disslayed bad fyid
and opportunism and whe have played the game ¢f the Communists,
hence, by implication that of the cccupying power, must bear the
consequences of their sctions. We cannot countenzice impunity for
offenses of a public nature, .

1. The COMISCO cammob encourage those who heve btrampled on its ovn
basic principles, the principiss of democratic socialism, whilz a
man like Titel Petresen, who has defended those principles &t the
price of his personal Iiberty, is in jail,

m. A% the present time, when we dssirs more than sver  to join our
efforts with those of wvarious internatisnal bodies, with 2 view of

restoring democratic 1ifs in our own country, we cannot conceivably
do so by promoting men whose wscord staids for the precise oppogiti.

43, “Such is our stend, such the positions havz ne intention to abenden.
Our views are shaved by & mumbor of 213 ies, members o the
COMISCO. Of these we cite in the F Socialist Party of
Ttalian Labor (Savagat), which, cation Igmani'i:,% published
in a series of articles an interview with Ton Zissu. The German Soeial.
Democrat Party in addition to ths eports prolished in Neue Vorward
adopted a resoluion in this semse in its Etscutive Commitiee.  Heporte

received from the Socialist Tarties of Austria, Belgium, and EHolland

indicate that taey too wiil adopt 2 similar ooint of view.,

11°g

ldio  "The issue is on the agenda of the GOMISCD Comferance that will take plece
in Strasbourg during Septembar, 1950, This conference will have to
decide whether the solution adopted in Bexn , with which we do not agre:s,
is to bLe maintained, or whether, in the light of the Vierma decision,
which decided on the sliwiration of all Commnist and dubious elenents,
it is %o be reversed,

LS, ®rhatever the oulcome, we stand fully convinced that the last word in
this issue will reside with our country; once it is libevated. Ve shall
make no compromise, but trust thai no Laternational organization, zealcus
like ourselves %o ragpect the liberty, the ~ndependence, and the right
of sslf-determination of others, w1l see £i% to infringe a decision that
rests with the Rumanian people.?
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